27" Sunday, Ordinary time 2009 (B)
Respect Life Sunday — 3/4 October 2009
Homily* — St. Benedict’s Parish

The story is told of a very wise nun who lived imanastery, high on a mountain;
a three day hike through the forest.

Many people came to her for spiritual advice.
Word of her even gets to the king, who was veryapply.
He leaves his kingdom, hikes for three days, clithiesmountain and finally gets to the wise nun.

Out of breath.... He asked her: “Sister, what muki to have a happy life?”

She replied, “Always do good, never do evil.”

The King is absolutely furious!

And shouts: “l left my kingdom, hiked three daysotigh the forest, and climbed a mountain,

just to hear ‘always do good, never do evil?!”

“I knew that when | was three years old!”

And the wise nun replied, “of course you know tieaterybody knows it! My job is simply to reminduy®’

Always do good. Never do evil.

There is nothing new in our readings totjast reminders from our wise God.
Basic stuff really.
God created uS.
God wants us to be a family.
God blesses marriage and condemns aduitery.
God loves kids!
God wants us to be happy.

Oh, we can make it more complicated if we wanbtd,then we’re probably missing the point today.

We Americans get thi$This is basic American stuff today too
“we are endowed by [our] Creator with certain iaalble rights;
that among these are Life, Liberty and the purstitappiness™
No nation on earth is as clear as we are on this.
“We are endowed by our Creator with...Life!”

! More of a sermon than a homily. With the Bishopthe USA, | hoped to exhort the parishioners 8peet human life today.

2 Here | “baptized” a Buddhist story | heard recashby Dr. Wayne Dyer on PBS television.

% Gen. 2:18-24; Psalm 128:1-6; Heb. 2:9-11; Mark2418.

* See Genesis 1 and 2, and the Profession of Faléhifelieve in one God, the Father, the Aimightykeraf heaven and earth, of all
that is seen...” Human beings are the greatest df<Geen creation.

® All four Scripture passages today explicitly refece familial relationships. — spouses, childrésirgys, fathers and mothers.

® See Mark 10:2-12.

" See Mark 10:13-16.

8 See Psalm 128:1 “Happy are all who fear the LORONAB)

° Noting that this is a particularly American foaurs human life today at the request of the USCCB.

9 The Declaration of Independencehomas Jefferson and others, written/edited Jug1776.

| think here of John Courtney Murray. S.JA#%& Hold These Truths: Catholic Reflections on tivedcan PropositionSheed &
Ward, 1960. | am aware of the fact that some tiggahs point to him to justify their abortion dissel believe Fr. Murray would be
appalled at their confusion of political exigencighwtheological Truth.



But sometimes we forget the basics.
We get buried in the details; we need to be rendridatsometimeshe simplest answer is the best answer.

Here is a simple truth:
God loves life*?
All life!

That is God's first gift to u&®

We are in God’s image and liken&Ssecause we too are alive.
And we can love.

Love is for life.*

You see, with God, - no life is unwant&d.
With God — no one is unplanned.
—no one is alone.
—no one is unnaméd.
—no one is unloved.

It's unthinkable otherwise. God wouldn’t be God antlger way.
And we are called to be in His image and likeness!

Yet, look how far we are from God sometimes.
I'm still scarred by the words the doctor said tp wife and me in the first year of our marriage:

“Well, she’s pregnant — are you keeping it?”

“Are you keeping IT?” How dare he speak like that!

My only daughter, possibly eliminated just like tha

Stunned, it took me a while to answer, “Of courgrevkeeping the child. Of course!”
Only then did he congratulate tfs.

| wonder if he congratulates those who choosemtitaep it"?

It wouldn’t seem right, would it? It fact it spty seems wrong.

Something has gone gravely wrong with a culture dgneets life like that?
That simple, self-evideffttruth that God loves life haunts me sometimes.

| fear what our children’s childréhwill say about our generation.
In fact, |1 think they will have to apologize for tstheir children.

Perhaps | am naive, but | have great hope for bildren.
As a high school teacher | think that they will seeral things more clearly than we do.

2 See John 3:16. The “world” clearly refers to harite.

13 See Genesis 2:7.

! See Genesis 1:27.

15 Thinking here oLove Is For Life: A Pastoral Letter of the IrishdBbps Lent, 1985. The title itself at once referenttes
permanency of marriagend conjugal openness to procreation.

1% The use of the term “unwanted pregnancy” is sedalits core. There simply is no unwanted lifeGnd’s eyes. And we must see
the world as God does!

17 SeeCatechism of the Catholic Churc?156-2159, especially note on 2158 cf. Is. 48id Zohn 10:3.

18 My only daughter Katherine Marie was born 15 JL887.

19 Contrast this with the blessed child greetingslafy and Elizabeth in Luke 1:39-45.

2 purposely using language frofhe Declaration of Independence.

L See Psalm 128:6.



Our generation was so caught up in the “do whatgeerwant” mentality that we had trouble recognizavil.
We still do. We continue to confuse freedom witiehtiousness.

So | wonder what our children’s children will sayoait our generation.

Will they call us “barbarians” because we systeoadiy eliminated the most vulnerable members of our
society?

Will they note that for the first time in human tasy a generation massively eliminated life in the
womb?

Will they wonder what changed in us?

Will they wonder why, instead of working hardergiaminate childhood poverty, racism, disease and
handicaps, we chose to eliminate poor childrenpnities, Down syndrome babies, and physically and
mentally challengetd people?

Why instead of curing our social diseases, we igabfrour patients?

Instead of making children more wanted — we gobfithe kids instead of the problems?

Instead of allowing people to die with dignity amdiucing pain and suffering, we chose euthanasia?

Our children’s children won't say we loved life, that’s for sure!

But | want you to know this simple Truth: God lovés.

And you must love it too. All of it.

God said: It's not good for you to be aldfie.

And it is not good for you to be alone morally eith

Scripture and Tradition make that clear. We amgHars and sisters in Chrfét.

Don't think that, because you are personally opgdsebortion or euthanasia or poverty or unjust, wathat
it's ok for others.

That shows that you think they don’t really matterch to you.
You're not getting the whole “brother and sistangi are you?
What about being your “brother’s keepér?”

What about being “a Light for the world®”

What about, “whatsoever you do for the least ofrymothers...?’

“Only you and God, eh?”
What about this family?

this communion?
this nation?
and this Church?

Folks, we’re in this together, I'm afraid.

Care.

Love life.  All of it.

22| was especially touched at the Reception of Conicruat the 5 p.m. Mass when the six mentally emajed parishioners from a
nearby group home received the Eucharist as theyery week- one with the most reverent bow, orgitg a blind housemate in
procession and another who repeats “Body of Chaif€r me. They really and truly brought the semsrhome to me.

%3 See Genesis 2:18.

4 See Hebrews 2:9-11.

* See Genesis 4:9.

% See Matthew 5:14.

2" See Matthew 25, verses 40 and 45.



I know you know all this Church.
My job is simply to remind you:
Always do good. Never do evil.



