3rd Sunday of Easter (C}
Homily — St. Benedict's Parish
17/18 April 2010

“Follow me.”
Let's go for a walk. (I've got to burn off calosdrom Fr. Paul's Steak Roast yesterday anyway!)

But remember we Catholic Christians never walk efon
We move together
-like a school of large fih
-like a flock of loveable shegp
-like the Pilgrim People of G6d
We “walk by faith” togethef.

[while walking to the middle of the church]

Let’s walk to the walls and windows of this amaztamplé first.
We are literally surrounded by lambs here.

Look...high above the choir loft at the point of gueat Gothic window...there is the Lamb from the BobRevelation
with seven seals under’iMake sure you take a look after Mass if you caaé it now.

Likewise, under our tabernacle there is a Lambeazhin marble,
And, there, in the beautiful transept window of Mander her is a Lamb. Mary had a little lamb afti°

But, | can hear you say, “Deacon Bill, you saidweze surrounded by lambs...what about that side?”
Well, of course, you are ahead of me theologicadjgin!

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sitigeoforld*?

Yes, we are surrounded by lambs here.

[while walking to the ambo]
Let’s walk to the ambo together.
Just like our church is surrounded by Lambs, sdCimarch surrounds us with the Book of Revelatiorimduthe Easter
Season this yedr. It is the Second Reading all the way to Pentecgsu heard from it last week tdb.

1 A look “behind the scenes” of the developmenthig homily was blogged at
http://stbenedictsamherstnyblog.blogspot.com/20¥&mily-3rd-sunday-easter-c.html.

2 John 21:19. From today’s Gospel pericope.

3 Liverpool FC’s motto and the popular song it isédon were on my mind here!

* See John 21:11. From today’s Gospel pericope.

® See John 21:15-18. From today’s Gospel pericdpag-form proclaimed at all Masses.

® From Vatican Il documents. S&audium et Spe5; as one example of manghristians, on pilgrimage toward the heavenly city,
should seek and think of these things which are@lbsom page of Pilgrim Church quotes maintained bga{@eW. Schlabach
gwschlabach@stthomas.edAccessed 19 April 2010.

"See 2 Cor. 5:7; we sang the hymn “We Walk byt”ait most Masses last weekend; and the phraseisesin the parish
Facebook post (4:40 pm 18 April 2010) recapping tieekend’s liturgy.

8 | wanted to use “temple,” rather than “church” fisrJewish sacrificial locus and the Revelatiompthat no temple is found in the
New and Eternal Jerusalem. In other words, we &re pilgrim people, parish, etymologically considered.

° See Revelation 6:1. See Supplements for photesnofows

10 This American poem did not have a religious meguiriginally; | am using it here simply as a memdeyice.

1 pointing to the west transept window of Jesus.

125ee John 1:29.

13 Liturgical Year C.

4 See Revelation 1:9-11a; 12-13; 17-19. Last Susddgcond Reading.




The word “revelation” comes from Latin and it meansinveil ™
Sometimes the Book of Revelation” is called “TheoBglypse.” The word “apocalypse” comes from Greak idtoo
means to unveff

Remember in Matthew, Mark and Luke’s Gospels?

When Jesus dies on the cross, they say that theheeturtain,

in the sanctuary of the Temple in Jerusalem wasitotwo from top to bottorf’
In other words, everyone can see God now, notlshigh priest.

That's what the Book of Revelation, or the Apocalypdoes. It lets us see into heaven a bit.

It's a fascinating Book to read. Don’t be afraidtamr saddened by it.
Yes, it's the Book with

-the Beast... and 665

-and the Whore of Babyloh

-and the Battle of Armagedddn

-and the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

-and the Dragon and its ang&ls.

But these are the bit players in the Book;
The star is the Lamb.
Those who worship the Lamb, those who robes haee tashed in the Blood of the Larfitare heroes in this Book.

It's the Book that reminds us that Christians wirttie end.

It's also the only Book of the New Testament thahtions that great Easter word — Alleluia!

Only the Book of Psalms uses “Alleluia” in the HelsrScriptures, and only Revelation uses it in tiee/N
Remember that famous phrase of St. Augustine: ‘wen Easter people and Alleluia is our sofig!”
Alleluia means “praise God®

That's what we are doing here at Mass — praisind! Go

We join the countless number of angels, the saiméstwenty-four elders, the four living creatuaesl all of creation here
and now praising Gof.

15 Oxford English Dictionary, etymology oéveal- [< Anglo-Norman and Middle Frenaieveler Middle Frenchreveller (Frenchrévéle) to
disclose or communicate (something) by divine qresmatural means (first half of the 12th cent. imgl-Norman), to disclose or make known
(something previously unknown or kept secret) ieesh or writing (second half of the 12th cent.)sliow oneself, make oneself visible or apparent
(second half of the 12th cent. in Anglo-Norman) &adttymon classical Latirevé|ére to remove the covering from, unveil, to raise litleof,

open, to unmask, to divulge, in post-classicaliLatso to explain, to manifest (with referenceitorek revelation) (late 2nd or early 3rd cent. in
Tertullian) <re- RE-prefix + v&lre to cover (see VEIlv.). Compare Old Occitarevelar (end of the 13th cent.), Cataleevelar(13th cent.),
Spanistrevelar(second half of the 12th cent.), Portugueselar (13th cent.), Italiamivelare (second half of the 13th cent.; first half of t&th

cent. as'I'reveIare). Compare REVEIlv]

16 Oxford English Dictionary, etymology @focalypse [ad. L.apocalypsisa. GraToxdAuies n. of action fdToKaALTTew 0

uncover, disclose, T off + KAADTTEL O cover.]

7 See Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38 and Luke 23:45,aetipely.

18 See Revelation 13:11-18.

19 See Revelation 17:1-15.

%0 See Revelation 16:16.

2L See Revelation 6:1-8.

22 See Revelation 22:1-18.

2 See Revelation 7:14; next Sunday’s Second Reading.

24 However, | still cannot track down any actual imgtof Augustine that uses this.

%5 See Oxford English Dictionary, etymologyafeluia - [a. L. All&ia, a. Gr.adAnioiia the Septuagint representation of HiellF1%-yd
h, i.e. praise ye Jah or Jehovah, now more commonlyenris in the A.V. of the O.T., HALLELUJAH
% TheGhent Altarpiece&ame to mind — “Adoration of the Lamb” by Jan \Bytk, 1432. See Supplements.




We are with them.

We've entered into the heavenly mysteries, theasaents, we've opened the door to the sacféd.

We give all good things to God and to the Lamb yod@ower, riches, wisdom, strength, honor andygtord strengtii?
But what’s with all the Lamb talk in Revelation? hwdoes this short Book use the word “lamb” 29 &fffe

[walking behind the altar]
Let's walk together to the altat.
The Jewish priests in Old Testament times offerechals for sacrifice. The word “priest” by the waygmes from the
Gregk word “presbyter,” meaning eld&Note that the elders were there leading worshipinSecond Reading today
too.

The lamb was the most commonly sacrificed animagyTespecially looked for a spotless, first borajeamb®

The lamb was killed and its blood poured out.

It was then burned.

The idea seemed to have been that, as the smake3od “took” the offering and received the sacefi
The lamb died and disappeared.

By the way, incense is often used in sacrificiigien too because it imitates this act —
God takes the smoke, and all that is left is weshlash.

Early on, Jesus was called the Lamb of God.

Remember that John the Baptist called him that.

We already called Jesus the “Lamb of God” todaheGloria®®

Soon we will sing the Lamb of God and realize aghit Jesus is the one, final, acceptable sactifi€@od the FathéY.

Here at the unbloody sacrifice of the Mass, Jesfisiing of Himself is re-presented.
He is both the priest and the Lamb of sacriffte.

2" See Oxford English Dictionary, partial etymolodysacrament In Christian Latin from the 3rd century the wordsathe accepted
rendering of GrpvaT)porMYSTERY?. This use is evidently not based on either ofsihecific applications above mentioned, but is #seilt of

a recourse to the etymological meaning. In earlsisfibn languageacramentunand the synonymousi"ﬂ"-"-‘ﬁﬁﬂm"were applied indiscriminately to
any ritual observance of the Church, or to anyitsiilly symbolic act or object; but they were atsten applied in an eminent sense to the two most
important observances, baptism and the Lord's Supgeucharist.

28 SeeDoors to the Sacred: A Historical Introduction tacaments in the Catholic ChurcRevised and Updated Edition, by Joseph
Martos; Liguori/Triumph: Liguori, Missouri, 2001IThe phrase “doors to the sacred” appears on pagechtext of Mircea Eliade’s
“hierophanies.”

% See Revelation 5:12 from today’s Second Reading.

30 Count (lamb and lamb’s) fro®trong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Biffllepmas Nelson Publishers; Nashville: Tennessee,
1979. (KJV).

31 SeeThe Spirit of the Liturgjtranslation ofEinfilhrung in den Geist der Liturdiégnatius Press: San Francisco, 2000 by Joseph
Cardinal Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI), page-38e Apocalypse presents this sacrificed Lamb, wies bs sacrificed, as the center
of the heavenly liturgy, a liturgy that, through1@&'s Sacrifice, is now present in the midst & thorld and makes replacement liturgies
superfluous (see Rev 5Y.his idea permeates my words at the altar.

%2 See Oxford English Dictionary, partial etymolodypoiest - Etymologicallypriestrepresents Greekpeafzrepos Latin presbyter
ELDERN.: but by the late 2nd or early 3‘rd cent. A.D. (TU#ian), and thus long before the Latin or Romawoed was taken into English, the
Latin wordsacerdosoriginally, like Greek= <= applied to the sacrificing priests of the heatbeds, and also, in the translations of the
Scriptures, to the Jewish priests, had come tqpbeal to the Christian ministers also, and thusd@ synonym gfresbyter(compare SACERDOS
n).

% See Revelation 5:14.

34 See Leviticus 1:10.

% See John 1:29.

3 SeeThe Mass of the Roman Rite: Its Origins and Devakapt - Missarum SollemniéVol. I1) Joseph Jungmann, SJ, Benzinger:
NY, 1955 for the liturgical uses of the words “LambGod,” particularly page 338 on the Agnus Dself: Thus a hymn developed,
short in its wording but impressive in its impargpable (especially within the limits in which fiears) of being compared to the
hymns of the Apocalypse.

%" See Hebrews 10:11-28.

38 SeePreface Easter IlI, used at all Masseather, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do lavays and everywhere to give you thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord. We praise you gitbater joy than ever in this Easter season, whiensCbecame our paschahcrifice. He is still
our priest, our advocate who always pleads our eauShrist is the victim who dies no more, the Lambe slain, who lives forever.



But unlike the lambs of old which died and disappdaour Lamb lives and appedrs!
We eat His Body and drink His Blood. He lives ampears among us. He is our Paschal F&#st, Lamb of sacrifice
and the Passover Lamb.

[walking to the center aisle right before the aJtar
One more place on our walk together...
Here is the last place our bodies will be in Sthé&dict's.
Years from now - not for a long, long time, | hopegur caskets will be placed here.
But don't be saddened or frightened by the end;
Just like you shouldn’t be frightened or saddengthb end of the New Testament — the Book of Réiegla

Of course, as humans, we are always saddenedighttfred by death,
but remember the lesson of the Lamb today! &tk death, is when you USE your faith!

When you suffer rejection or misunderstanding fourybelief

Rejoice that you were found worthy to suffarthe sake of the Nanfé.
When illness, pain, disease, cancer or Alzheinsrikes

Realize that you are living the life of the Lamb.
When death seems to be the end

Look again. See Jesus the Lamb once slain whe §till.

See, heaven is ours.

Our faith is the faith of the Risen One, the Lanfikbod who suffered, died and rose for us.
His yoke is easy and His burden light.
Our faith teaches that the last shall be fitst.
The lowly, exalted”
The hungry, filled®
The sad, comfortet.
Heaven is ours, thanks to the Lamb!

In this very spot, a final, beautiful, prayer isdstor us. Let's end our journey with it.
It comes from the Book of Revelation:
May the angels lead you into Paradise;
May the martyrs come to welcome you
And take you to the holy city,
the new and eternal Jerusal&m
And
may the grace of the Lord Jesus be with (youall.

39 See John 21:14 from today’s Gospel pericope.
“0\We used Penitential Rite C today. Invocations:
Jesus, you are the Lamb of God — Lord have mercy;
You take away the sins of the world — Christ haezay;
You invite us to the Paschal Feast — Lord, haveeyer
1 See Acts 5:41 from today’s First Reading.
2 See Matthew 11:30.
* See Luke 13:30.
* See Luke 1:48.
*° See Luke 1:53.
5 See Matthew 5:4.
*"In ParadisumRite of FuneralsFinal Commendation and Farewell: 50, antiphonS&e Revelation 21:9-26.
“8 Revelation 22:21 (NAB). The final words of the Boaf Revelation.



Supplements

Ghent Altarpiece
The Adoration of the Lamb
Completed by Jan van Eyck, 1432

Following photos courtesy of Fr. Paul Sabo:

Revelation Lamb under Tabernacle
St. Benedict's Church



Lamb under transept window of Mary
St. Benedict's Church



